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whoſe Pro- 


HE noble Duke, 


. tection the Author had the Honour 


2 


JESTY's gracious Proclamation, the fol- 
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* * 


lowing well meant, and he, truſts, not 
unuſef al Tract, hath now, after 8. dong 
and ſolid Enjoyment of the full blown 


2th eo 
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ending into the World, on his Ma- 
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of a Man, who, for the Honour of his 


Bleſlings of 8 we cannot doubt, 
entwined with a never fading Wreath, 
che Soul's nobleſt Aſpirations. A Thought 


- 88 
ee eee 


we muſt be the more decided upon, 
from the Preſages exhibited in youthful 


Virtue, and the conſequent Culeure: of 
_ Reaſon and rational TOON | 


On this moral Ground it is, without 
introducing his Grace into the Circle of 
a Court, and the Scenes of political 
Lite, of which his private Habits were an 

ingenuous aud honeſt Cdunterpart, that 
we prefurne to give this impetfect Sketch 


Family, ald of Nobility, and the Dignity 
of human Nature, was the plain, moral, 
religious, e d Man. R Character, from 
which v We can never feparate, as what 

| 19 55 mainly. 


ET as 
1 mainly conſticates, of whatever hich Rau . 
and Condition, the Gentleman and Man 


of Good - breeding, who, like him, is ever 
acceflible, open, eaſy, affable, and polite x 


and, conſequently, of wndiſguiſed and in:, 


artificial Manners. That he had, cherer 
fore, the willing and welcome Ear of his 
Sn AADARNEIN 


F but Mes, a | 
| Majeſty its true energetic Effect, by form- 
ing a right Eſtimate of Men and Manners, 
and, thereby, drawing the ſtrongeſt, bold- 
eſt, and moſt virtuouſly, with the moſt 
| Kar PA Line, fur dir | 

princely Where che relative 


Thought 8 no doubt, in che preſent oh 


| Inſtance): has been affoctiouately em- 
braced, we are led to look up at a fupe- 
8 | 52 rior 


ie? Extinction hg 'Lurnin: 
as congenial with their -- on -Natures, 
Will ſtill catch Virtue from his departing 
Nay: «whence will be ſooner | revived 
other drooping Objects of his late gracious 

and benign Influence ; particularly thoſe 
ſalutary and noble Inſtitutions over which 
he ſo happily and honourably preſided; 
and, among theſe, it is to be devoutly 
hoped that religiouſiy aſſociated Body, of 

-wholſe Fate, indeed, we have the leſs to ap- 
prehend from being under the Auſpices 
of ſo good, zealous, and learned a Pre- 
4 es with thoſe wat . e 
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and 
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| (0) 
and worthy Members of Society z at the 
Head of whom his Grace ſo nobly placed 


himſelf, in conſequence of his ae 
Maſter's Proclamation for the Suppr 
of Vice and Immorality, erte 
e 1330XT” 


. =» 


d hes cnt eee 
. dial Warmth, - to-adrmire a Principle, on 
Which is raiſed, as ſhould in che genen 
ſeem ſo unpopular a Practice. Religion, 


that is, the only valuable Religion as | 
taught in the Chriſtian School, hath not, 
many true and ſincere Advocates. Among 
thoſe, whom Natures has formed of her 
. choiceſt Materials, and whom Heaven 


might appear to have deſtined for its 


brighteſt Luminaries, you find the Pride 
e „ 


N 
of Genius, or df Life, too ſtubborn, to 
dend to Articles of Faith; but conſider - 


ing Cheiſtianity-as-no proper Subject of 


 Credibilicy* on the one Hand, becauſe in 
part myſterious, and om the other, where 
its Doctrines are more explicit and ob: 


vious to the common Conduct of human 


Life; yet from the conceived, but miſta- 
ken Straitneſs and Severity of the Rule, 

36. totally irreconcileable to the natural 

Man. The Fact is, that neither of the 
will or wiſh to be at che Pains of a fair 
and candid Examination or Trial of ſme 
ſbeming Diffieulties, for Diffculties there 
maſt. be or no Faith, although its higheſt 
Reaſon. is nen, 


dab ill Way of thinkin 3 


. not Ns n falls not in 


"Iz | | with 


k, 


k, 


to dwell 1 0-08 bodily, and would define 
| finite and infinite, as Terms of equal 3 
port; nothing ſhort, I fay, of Demon - 
tration in his Doctrines, or of a Coimci- 
dence with our Propenſities, as to the Cre- 
tion of the Agenda) can convince, though | 


n » 5 
wich his cual rede. cane with 


of Man, and nothing Alves as un- 


fathomable the Creator, from his moſt 


mereſt Minims of Nature in their Ana» 


lyſis; yet, as if we expected the Godhead 


what is ſo may—nay,, will, at laſt, moſt 
certainly conuit the minute Critio the 


e and N Ou. 2 


f 


* 
N great and diftinguiſties- 
(thoſe, T-mean}. whom Providence has 
deſtined to act a higher Part in Life, to 
Which is proportioned an expected Ac- 
count):it may, under no very conſiderable: 
Number of happy Exceptions, be, I am 
afraid, of theſe,” with too great Truth aſ- 
amel, that whatever Acquiſition they are 
to civil Life, it were greatly to be wiſhed: 
the Moral and Religious had more to boaſt 
of their guardian Superiority. At the 
ſame Time it muſt not be diſſembled, 
chat we are herein the leſs ſurpriſed at our 
well circumſtanced, be his Attainments 
what they may, than at our well informed 
Scholar of more circumſcribed Ability; a 
expoſed, as the former unqueſtionably is, 
to all that infinite Variety of Paſſion and 
Temptation in their moſt faſcinating and 


„ 
Eier Gvipen.! For which Reer 


„ eee wal . 
weir Deſonce is i e ad 
plauſible, cheir Indulgence, perhaps, in 
all Reſpects ſo eaſy and acquirable, amd 
in few ot none, from the Mode and 
Faſhion of the Day, deemed difreputable, 
muſt, in the only valable Opimon, that 


bc all good Men, highly fot off and re- 


Dommnend a Character ſo arduous to fup- 
port; and{bring to a Degree of true Subli- | 


* 


Bu 8 . + this 3 ober 
| Paffion and Temptation, in the Great, 
there follows a Line of Life formed to all 
the Rules of Truth and Virtue; and, not 

2e 3 only” 


1 
5 


TC * ) 

a not diſgraced by ſome 1455 Ads, 
but adorned in a Chriſtian Garb with'all 
the 4 Goodneſs of Humanity, as conſulting 
the Glory of God and the Happineſs of 
his Fellow Creatures, the moſt deſerved 
Applauſe and Admiration then r at- 
tend on the Magnanimity of the Man 

For of this we may reſt aſſured, and may . 
draw this certain Concluſion,” that from 
ſuch a Principle there muſt flow Deeds 
refleQting the higheſt Honour on the 
Agent, as productive of the happieſt Conſe- 
quences to Society: in proof whereof, be- 
| fides the ſtrong and powerful Influence of 
great Example on the general Manners and 
Character of a Nation, we ſhall in our Pro- 
greſs ſind that there are other truly heart- 
felt beneficial Effects, which grow from a 
ſound and virtuous Nature of ſuperior Style, 
VVV that 


\ 


chat give Life, Health, and Vi gour, to the | 
inferior and more dependent Orden ol a: 


Community. t 
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Love, Mercy, and Compaſſion, the firſt 


and faireſt Fruits of human Excellence, 


are the moſt endearing g Attributes of Hea- 
ven. Their Cultivation then, the brigheſt 
Ornament of our Nature, muſt be the 


; natural Effect of the Imitation of that 


divine Goodneſs from whence they fo 
neceſſarily proceed. Of chis the noble 
Lord was a ſtriking, and will ever re- 
main a laſting : and memorable Inſtance. 


In theſe godlike Virtues, the truly en- 


nobled Deceaſed was perhaps unſurpaſſed, 
except by one Example, which muſt have 
been. his ſtrict Copy. And they who 
may be preſumed to have beſt known and 


moſt admired, will atteſt him , 


Cz „ adorned 


adorned with, whoſe. 5 Tnits or 
moral Life, as well as thoſe. its bolder 
and .more impracticable Lines, we have 
juſt aboye toucht, which, in their fairly 
owned, Character, will always catch, and 
arreſt, both the curious and contempla- 
tive. Eye. To the Inquiſitive, there- 
. fore, of any Style of judicious and candid 
Critics, it cannot be. unimportant | to ob- 
ſerye What beightens, and gives the laſt 
fiching to an exalted Character; J our 
farther Sketch or Outline of which, if 
too plain and coarſe to mingle with the 
FE. refined and exquiſite Taſte for more po- 
iſhed modern Manner, may yet, as we 
Proceed, expreſs ſome not unftriking, 
nor, perhaps, unpleaſing Lineaments of 
| his Grace' $ Portraiture, as ranged | in the 7 
Gallery of Nonrts, to the paſſing Specta- . 
Wi; the Man of found and quick Reliſh 
for 


ö) OS - 
for the Good and Amiable in human Life, 
d N — Name 
yes „ede Br. e 


1 be nobly' born. is, — 
great, But no leſs. certain is it, that to 
that high Birth, and to ſuperior Fortune, 
wherever conferred, is committed alſo a 
Truſt as unqueſtionably great—nay,' aw- 
fully greater. In our View, therefore, of 
moral Painting, we would exhibit what 
can' only appear faulty to an imperfect, or 
rather a vitious Eye, to whoſe beſt Sight, 
a Picture of the beſt Men will, at all 

ee A ans | 


That that 38 e hs an irre- 
ſiſtible Claim to our enamoured Gaze, in 
the Minds of all good Judges, who hath 

29 ! 4 


S 


8 Fi * 3 

ated confiſtently and well the Part af- 
ſigned him on this difficult Stage, is 

enough for us to be allowed. Of what- 

ever ſuperior Order he may rank in Life, 
we would till pourtray him, as riſing in 
his Value, Dignity, and Greatneſs, in 
Proportion to the genuine Senſe he enter- 
tains of the Dignity of his Nature, the 
right” Cultivation of his Talents, and Af- 
fections public and private, as well as 
their Direction to juſt, honourable, uſeful, 
and glorious Ends. In the ſtiller Path of 
Life, the peaceful Shade, and the ſilent 
Retreat; what the Philoſopher, the Hiſ- 
torian, and polite Scholar, can ſpare of con- 
templative Time, you behold him beſtow- 
ing on friendly Intercourſe and inſtructive 
Communication; and, when detached 
from the loud Thought with his Peers and 
nterary Friends, or diſengaged from the 
N 5 | . weigl- 


weightier Avocations of public Duty; you 
vion of Rank, Title, and Grandeur—ſtep- 
ping, as it were, out of himſelf and his 
-own high Sphere, and by humble Confe- 
rence and condeſcending Notice, diffuſing 
a heartfelt: Glow of happy Conſequence 
; -into the rude, though honeſt Frame, and 
artleſs Manners: of his ruſtic Neighbour. 
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And what ſtamps a true ſterling Value 
on the Humanity of the Man, is the Sight 
of new Life and Vigour reſtored through 
his Bounty to the downcaſt Eye, and the 
drooping Heart of ſome: Child of AMic- 
tion. Inſpired by this benevolent, Fin. 5 
thropic Principle, behold him now, in 

* the Diſcharge of the ſeveral Duties appen- 
dant on his Station. ES : 


4 


* Main . 


* nl 1 

dent . the, gs ws 
| — him Peace, wok Regula 
rity, and Harmony to every Department. | 
The kind and generous Lord or Maſter 
| of: bis. Houſehold==the faithful Huſband, 
the affectionate Parent in every Degree | 

the tender Relative, and in every trying 
Seene the fincere:and unſhaken Friend 

aiding and indulgent to his Tenants— to 
his Neighbours courteous and obliguig— 
to the Poor and Helpleſs an acl cknowledged = 
Bathore®: And where his Precept nd | 
Laſtruction in the uſeful and upright Ma- 
| wie do __ f e or au- 


—— 


h a well kaoben Fa, that 1e th 
other Charities and Beneſactions, his Grace gaye 
upwards'of ſeven hundred Pounds away ne 

ene 8 £17 


: * 
e een 
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thorkmidy intörpoſe theinſelbes, yet by 
_ and ſadative Inflicice; the friendly In- 
Tpeor and Guardian of Juſtice, 1he-/errer 
is Fight of wee due fuſer wrong, and, 
 thi6Ughout che Patt aligned him to act, 
by bis mag: n. 
to all around bim. 


Aten ti Steps into e 
eve Sdenes bf Life; ald thers inetts the 
Dye What equally; fiay fire powerfully 
challenges its happy Attraction -- a diffufive 
ud vnbOunded Benevolence for his Rind, 
ite Effedutager of Trade and Comfnerte, 
Ats aud Science. — he Founder of Bene. 
factor aut Supporter of charitable and hü- 

_ thitieInfiitations—atidofhoneft Filgence 
Ui iſafttotis Forttne; atnong every Or- 
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* of Men, che aſſured Succourer and 

| Protector: for embracing all i in the Arms 
of his Benevolence, a Sect or Party, where | 
not dangerous to a State, are Terms of no 
meaning with him, as what to his Favour 

and Protection proves the beſt Recom- 


treſſed, and unhappy Sufferer, . "7 


he paſs. by worn down. Miſery ? Wit 


neſs the Pang of injured Innocence, or 
the forlorn Retreat of an unfortunate, op- 


preſſed, and deſerted. Pair, and not catch 


the ſoft, ſympathiſing, and efficient Con- 


tagion? As ſoon, if one who has been 
long converſant, and ſome, Time bimſelf 


0 hey rely tutored in the School of Adver- 


WO 


) 
ſity, may be ſuppoſed to form à rational 
Conſecture, were his judgement not alrea- 

dy decided; as ſoon, I ſay, might you at- 

tempt to eradicate from the noble Soul, 
thoſe great, grand, all gracious and als 
mighty Springs and Movements, in 
which it lives, moves, and has its Being; 
and by which it is inſtinctively and ef- 
fectively led to ſay to the troubled Breaſt, - 
like its Creator and its God to the trou- 

bled and tempeſtuous Sea Peace -b 


n as Form and bare view we 
animating our noble Character, on a ſtill 
more 277 and n 1 
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. we 1272 8 — not mi- 
nutely to follow him in the courtly and 
8 | D 2 | | poli- 
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(= 5 
political Walk, though hare a. truly: great 
and ſplendid. Figure, even by the very 
Diſtance the venerable. Senatet, and the 
virtuous. Stateſman ſtands from the Aftc- 


tation or Degradation df either, we ſhalt = 
give eur Pencil: its laſt. feable, thaugh 
heartfelt Touch by: marking, as abſalutelx 
negeſſary to. the Completion of our Cha- 

raster, a Love of KING and Com m 
forming the ruling Paſſion, the darling 
Obje&s,of a Saul; whoſe. Life and Vigour 
civil and political exiſt, ſolely, in an in- 
exhauſtible Pant, an inextin guiſhable | 

Flame for ſqund patriotie Virtue.” A Vir- | 
tue, ar rather Virtues theſe, which hows. 
ever here faintiy delineated, yet, in the 

Life of the late noble Duke, formed a 
 PiQure, of fine cplouxing. and maſterly 
n, * as, ſuch, when thus, 
rifing 


( "i | 
| alone. can give Honour to the Patrician, 
Splendour to the Stateſman, Glory to the 
Hero, Dignity and Divinity to the Cheif- 
tian Scholar, and, in fine, confer Ma- 


nisrx on a Tunonn 


ot an d rao, re thy Sub- 
I ty ie Sea of make Mien dug. 


| "By his prefers Majeſty the noble La 
| was created a Duke, November 5, 17663 
And. May 27, 1790, at the extended Pex 
riod of his 78th Year, leaving behind 
him, only remaining Iſſue, her Grace the 
Dycazss of ByvccLEuen, he reſigned 
with his Breath, this and his other various 
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diſtinguiſhed Honours, except whatever 
ſurvives, rivals and crowns all the reſt. 
the Honour of tranſmitting to Poſterity 


a virtuous, goods and, eee w 
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To the great t kindred. | Friends ol "IP 


ute moſt noble Duke, and his other rela- 
tive Connettions- in civil Life tlie Man 


of Quality, high Station, Power, and 


Condition, there muſt then ariſe ample | 


Matter. of Conſolation, and, we would 


hope, equal Ground of gloriou s Emula- 
tion, when calmly reflecting on the only 
felicitous and triumphant Event of the 
laſt grand and awfully concluding g Scene, 


attendant on a Mind like his, lighted up ED 
with 92 that 35 a Tens, ONS. 


Te DES 
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— — =That Virtue ſole ſurvives 
Immortal, never-failing Fi riend of Man, 

His guide to Happineſs on High.— And ſee! 

E is come, the glorious Morn ! the ſecond Birth 
Of Heaven and Earth! Awakening Nature hears 
The new creating Word, and ſtarts to Life, : 
In every heighten'd form, from Pain and Death 
For ever fre 
Thomſon's Seaſons. 
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2. A THANKSGIVING SERMON on Ac- 
count. of the Peace in 1784. 


: . A LETTER to Dr. PRIESTL & 
ence of his Letter to the Right Hon. William 
2 on the Repeal of the Teſt Act, 1787. 
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ve can ſcarcely conceive to de of mortal | 


Growth. 
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Growth. We forget, what, i in the com- 
mon Eſtimate, conſtitutes great and 
happy, in the Co ntemplation of that 
Source, from whendòe is derived the God- 
like Character. N obility i is, then, truly 
ennobled; and the Crown of Majeſty | 
| ſhines with double Luſtre, when by a 
- ſeaſonableReclaiti=ors determined Re- 
form, they are inviting, or compelling, 
the unhappy Wanderer into the Path of 
Virtue, and the Houſe of God; — 
Holding, for the only ſolid Happineſs of 
their, fellow Creatures, high Converſe, 
os. ſhould, ſeem, wich ſome delegated 1 
8 Powers from the Cues 0 of Haren. | 
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5 The Advantage which. reſale "From 
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| e 8˙ for the Purpose of edifying 
and bertering the lower Claſs of People, 
| are too ſtriking to paſs unnoticed by the 
1 LE * Obſerver. Of their own 
high 


C 
high . and of the middle Order of 
Men, the ö pious and good muſt be, 
hence, animated, and confirmed in their 
Principles, by fo amiable / a Sight; and 
the wicked, and profligate, gat leaſt, 
checkt and awed into leſs indecent, and 


licentious Practices; beſides, the fuller: 
Scope and wider Spread, which muſt be 


given to the Influence of Example, by 


adopting the laudable Mode of aſſo- 
citing; with a View to a general Reform. | 
Amongſt others, the Clergy can by no 
means feel themſelves unconcerned Spec- 
tators. They are peculiarly intereſted 
in the Subject, finding, as they ever 
muſt, their Work half completed to 
their Hands; one great good Example, 
ina Pariſh, rendering more eſſential Ser- 
vice to the Cauſe of Religion, than a 


| thouſand Sermons, te en in: 


their Kind. | inf 
VII. LIN 82 ; l , * 


> OS So Ie renee —— 


PBR Goodneſs, which 


but not without being dazaled by the 


| 4). 
© But unfortunately, ; they have not als 
ways the Benefit of great living autho- 


Lives and Morals give Strength and 
Permanency to their Docttines, there. 


In the Delivery of their more general 
Sentiments, therefore, they will be cen- 


tented, eee e e 


has . M 
ts. ach — 4 — 


will erer entitle Dignity and Rank 
tb our tenfold Regards, the Author 
of- theſe Thoughts, previous to his 
Outlet, hath preſumed to. look up; 


noble Splendour of the venerable Sage, 
the Rays of whoſe Sun, the nearer he 
a more glorious Effulgence, becauſs 
wilted with the Beams of cternal 8 : 
But 


SF 
But altho* embarraſſed by this relative 
State of the dubject, beſides it's own Im- 
portant Weight, yet not doubting of a 
friendly Countenance to a friendly 
Cauſe, che Writer feels leſs reluctant, ib 
committing himſelf with the Public; and 
among his other fugitive Pieces, leſs 
uncaſy, in adventuring this trifling, the” 
woll- meant Attempt, into the World; 
it to be an incumbent Duty on every 
Clergyman, to preſs upon the Minds of 
Men; from the beſt Motives, and Reaſons 
within his Power, the regular Obſervance 

of thoſe Laws, and Rules of Life, ſo 


warmly and affectionately recommended 


from the Throne, which are ſo immedi- 


ately calculated to promote the general 
Hera lon 99 of Mankind. 


b 


4? War with enim "ties: 
r 


Kno | 


| 6-3. 
. : Wee 3 * . ? 3 | 
know no Method,” if my poor mite of 


Advice may be. thrown in, ſo like to 


prove effectual, as the conſtant local 


Exerciſe of clerical Adminiſtration, in 
the way of catechetical Inſtruction; and 
foroeibly and frequently inculcating on 
the Mind, an undeviating attention to 


the Lord's Day. This, if under the In- 
fluence of great and noble Example, 


might be attended with happy Effects 


But, to view the Teachers of Chriſti- 
anity on ſtill higher and more enlarged 


Ground ould it not give great help to 


a Reform of Moral, and, of courſe, tothe 
Advancement of Religion, were the 
Clergy, in general, not only to ſet forth 
from the Pulpit, the great Uſe, Ad- 
vantage, and Happineſs, which would 
reſult from a pious Qbſeryance of the 
Sabbath; but, alſo, in ſmall Tracts and 
— 
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Manuals; to publiſh to the World ther. 
Sentiments on the Occaſion⁊ꝰ The 
Subject is truly Awful and Momentous! 
and the Neceſſity of the Caſe, along 

with the Weight and Import of the Sub- 
ject, with which our own Happineſs, 
Preſent and to come, is ſo nearly con- 
nected, require that we embrace every 

Method that can be deviſed, for recli- 
fying the Errors and Miſtakes of thoſe 
committed to our Charge, as well as of 
Others, when we can do it with propri- 
_ ety and a proſpect of Succeſs; — And that 


We, moreover, point out to them, a Man- 


ner and Conduct of Life, very different 
from thoſe, which God aug are e the 
100 aan Baca of Menkipd. 4 


ii 


1 ak 3 „ 0 3 
bel Place, take every Opportunity of ob- 
ſerving what is, and what is not Praiſe- 
pF NON in our reſpective Pariſhioners, as 

rlie Members 


(8) 


| Aſbnilices'/of & Chriliicn:: Society?) a 


thoſe of them, who arc:more regular in 
7 Oba ameithainde 


15 thole-Dutics, in the performance of which 
e bade found them wanting; —and, 


in hort, to' lay before them the: whole 


| Counſel of God, in what concerns, at 
8 . p 


Large, cheir ſpiritual welfare. To others, 


who, through what Infatuation, Heaven 


_ enhyknows, whether through Inatten- 1 

tion, Oareleſſneſe, obſtinate Habit, a 
FVondneſs for ſenſual Pleaſures, eng 
Tou ef this World more than Lovers" of 
"a Gad, and whether, therefore, th a2 
Dread of having their Duty, and, per- 
haps, their Faults laid before them, come 


nat, however, within che Reach of our 
public Inſtruction, to them, I fay, we 


can only give our Advice in a private | 
TOY or, for want of ſuch Op- 
4 f : . 


fil to deliver the wholeſome Truths: of 
the Goſpel j to preſs upon their Minds 


this Subjeft has been fully handled; and 
 foxcibly.recommended by ather Writers, 
28 diſtinguiſhed for their Piety as their | 
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es Dr. Beilby Porteae ebe Biſhop of Lon- 


| ( 9: ) 


Portupity, in, ſuch Manner, as theſz 
Uoderſtanding. By ſome, poſſibly, it 


may be thought, that, from the vaziqus 
Treatiſes formerly drawn up, on this ac» 
caſion, there may be leſs Neceſſity for the 
Obſervations here offered. Allowing this 

Opinion its due Weight, and more; that 


Learning, yet, give me leave to remark, 


che Addreſſes ſhall be much ſuperior, and 
better fitted, 40. the Purpoſes for which 


they were intended, yet. it by no means 
boo follows, 


's ninth Diſcourſe in his Volume of Sermons; 
—a Book which no Chriſtian or moral Family, 


that is equal to the purchaſe, wonld be without, 
if it did but know What a Mine there is to be 


found in it, of uſeful and heavenly Truth, as well 
as in his Lordſhip's ſmaller Works or Tracts.— See 
ap Dr. George Horne, Biſhop of Norwich, and 
. Stonhouſe, of Briſtol, in their ſeveral excel- 
lent Treatiſes. 3 


(© 16 * 


follows; that ſomething more ini nor 
be attkinpted ußon che Suthect; aud for 


this very teaſon: For it ma ay be juſtly al- 
ledged, not to urge the ard arid 


s cyl ig Dreſſes of Vice, that what comes 


from the Hands of a Paſtor, who lives 


amongſt” his People, or who 4ddrefies 


them at à diſtance, tho the former Me- 
chod is moſt Bike t6 ſucteed, may be res- 


ſonably ſuppoſed to draw their Attention 


the more, atid impreſs their Minds with 


greater Force; under the Perſuaſion; that 
what he Writes is more immediately in- 
tended for their Inſtruction and Benefit. 


On the other hand, thoſe Books, which 
have been compoſed with a more general 
view of doing good, tho' carefully diſtri- 
buted thro various Parts of the Kingdom, 
by the pious Founders, and Directors of 


religious and charitable Inſtitutions, in. 
ſome Places, no doubt, with'a very happy 
Effect, have ſtill been in many other, 
to my certain Knowledge, heedleſſly 


thrown 


5 * 


5 


G 
thrown ade; or, for the moſt part, little 


read and attended to; altho containing 
the beſt Advice, and preſcribing the moſt 


wholeſome Rules for the videring 15 8 0 


nne Converſations. 


11 Were we; n in general of the 
holy Miniſtery, to addreſs ourſelves more 


frequently on the preſent: Topic, ta our 


reſpective Pariſhes, eſpecially to thoſe, 


who, having Ears, will not hear, at leaſt 


by embracing thoſe public Opportunities 
of Inſtruction, held out by the State, the 
Uſefulneſs and beneficial Tendency of füuch 
Productions, need, I think, be ſcarcely 
doubted of. Curioſity, in the firſt in- 


ſtance, might prompt, ſome to ſee what 
their Paſtor had to ſay to them. More 


ſerious Intentions, with a view to Im- 


provement and Amendment, might alſo 
excite others. By which means, many, 


you had been before negligent in the 
C2: Practice | 


(2) 


| Praclice of chriſtian Duties, * if 

not hardened Sinners, and in a ſtate of 
ſeared Impenitency, be happily rouzed 
from their beſotted Condition, a careleſs 
unthinking ſtate of Mind; and perhaps 
timely reclaimed from thoſe vicious and 
abandoned Courſes, which are certain, in 


the End, to bring on the We * | 
OB and ou | | 


| Naw as, in ach key as ; theſe 
the main Objects to be kept in view, are 
the Happineſs of Men in this World, and 
their Salvation in the next, it muſt. be left. 
to the Wiſdom and Diſcretion of each 
ſpiritual Guide, to diſcoyer, ' according 
to their ſeveral circumſtances, diſpo- 
ſitions, and habits, in what, way he. is 

ke to render himſelf moſt inſtrumentally 
ſerviceable towards the recovery of hig 
People. Herein their Errors and Miſ- 
takes, their Sing and Enormities muſt dis 
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rect his Pen. Accatiding to this rule, 
with all mildneſs of Temper, and invita- 
tion of Speech (except where the Terrors 
of the-Lord ans abſolutely neceſſary to per- 

ſuade Men, we ought always to diſcloſe 
our Minds. But withal, I fay, there 
are Times, wicked and degenerate Times, 
when 2ve are 10 cry aloud and ſpare. nat: And 
even here, if, on examination, what we 
undertake is. found to be done out of a 
real Concern, and tender Regard for the 
Welfare of all, — the higheſt as well as 
loweſt;—all, if not loſt to every generous 
and humane Feeling, will read and apply 
phat is thus ſpoken to them, under thoſe 
Influences, that bid faireſt to give Succeſs 
to the Intention and: Da of the 
Writer. rg Hopot 4:11.53 


+14 dy ere obſerved, * one rule, by 
which a Miniſter is to regulate his Ad- 
vice, muſt be, the general Practice of his 

55 Pariſn. 
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| Pariſh, Some few Exceptions, as 1 
could with pleaſüre point out amongſt 
thoſe under my cart, will be ever, it is 
| age hoped, found in every Situation. 
To bee, we may, with our Lord and 
* une are not ſent. The Whote 
need not a Phyſician,” but they that are fick. 
We do not propoſe calling the Righteous, 
zn Srmiers to Repentance. Altho' It fnuſt 
be allowed, that the very beſt of us; hav- 
ing our Impet ns, had need to be 
frequently remitided; and put upon our 
Guard. But ſtill, as we have chiefly to 
do with prineipal Tranſgreſſors, and 
choſe who are flagrantly neglectful of 
their Duty, it is requiſite, in order to 4 

Reform, that our Aecuſation be bron ght 
forward, which I found on the Tran 
greſſion of the Law, in, God knows, too 
general a Profanation of the Sabbath. 


— J 4 
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e 
As to the Charge here exhibited, I am 
ſorry to ſay, that I find it lamentably and 
ſhamefully verified within the ſmall com- 
paſs of my own Pariſh. Out of Fifteen 
Hundred Souls of thoſe, who are of the 
eſtabliſhed Religion, and capable of at- 
tending divine. Service, I behold not more 
9 than from Two Hundred and Fifty, to 
Three Hundred, appearing at the public 
0 KM Worſhip of God; but obſerve, that the re- 
mainder are either hanging at home, fre- 
quently at their Doors, thoſe amongſt the 
lower order, or jangling and tippling at 
ſome Public-Houſe. Of the higher, wh# 
chiefly confiſt of the middle order f 
men, it may, ſome few excepted, under 
happier Influences, a ſenſe of Decency - 
and Duty, be with the ſtricteſt Truth aſ- 
ſerted, that they are employed in their 
Schemes of Pleaſure and Diverſion, or 
ſettling and poſting their Accounts for 
the Week. The ſame poiſonous Prin- 


ciples, 


oe 
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_ Ciples, and depraved Habits we ſhall find, 
if we Took abroad, particularly into the 
great City, infecting the general Body of 
Mankind. The neceſſity then of free 
Expoſtulation, if originating in Sincerity 
and Friendlineſs, they cannot but read in 
the wilful Miſtakes of their paſt Lives; 
and the Obligation they are, therefore, 
under, of correcting theſe,” and working a 
Change in their future Conduct. Which 
will more evidently appear, by preſenting 
them with ſome few Thoughts upon the 
nature of the Sabbath, and my hearty 
Sith that they would compare their Ac- 
tions, and Excuſes, with the REP 1 
duty of ns Day. f 


* 


| Reſpecting the nature, intent, and end 
of the Chriſtian Sabbath, thoſe who call 
themſelves Chriſtians, and act accord- 
ingly, cannot be at a loſs to account for 
| theſe; neither why it is called the 
939 Lord's 


tw) 
Lord's Day. Indeed the Name of Sun- 
day affixed to it, tho' in it's ſtrict ſenſe 


_ Ggnifying a Saxon, idolatrous term, yet 


they will underſtand, perhaps, not impro- 
perly now to aſſume a Chriſtian Signi- 


fication ; as the Sun of Righteouſneſs, moſt 
aſſuredly, on that Day, roſe with healing on 
his "Wings. Whence under the moſt juſt 
and grateful Senſe, in the room of a 
Jewiſh, hathvit been ſet apart as a Day of 
public Chriftian Worſhip, on which we 
tre to offer up, in one united ſtrain of 
Devotion; our Prayers and Praiſes for paſt 
and preſent Mercies;—to ſupplicate 4 
TContinuance of them, —as well as to im- 
plore God's Pardon and Forgiveneſs for 
paſt Tranſgreſſions,—and that, thro' the 


aid of his Grace, and Holy Spirit, we 


may be enabled to reſiſt and overcome 
every future lure of Temptation and at- 
tack of Sin. Above all, it behoves us, 


on this Day. to ſhew our public Thank- 
D fulneſs, 


} 
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fulneſs, were it only, that the great Obli- 


gation, and Satisfaction, made by Chriſt, 
for the Sins. of. the whole World, was, 


upon it, compleated by his glorious 


Reſutrection from the 1 fm 
fore called the e, 


* . 2 4% A * 


* hel Page > wa mh 2 


| general Duty, our own common Senſe, if 4 


we reflect at all, will caſily point out. 
Our own, Reaſon, and the dictates of our 


common N ature tell us, chat ſome — 


of our Time is due to the Service of our 
Creator, wwho gives us all things richly to 
enjoy. —And. that, as we have common 


Bleſſings to commemorate; ſo have we 
common Wants to be ſupplied: And 
ſhould, therefore, make, at public, ſtated. 


Times, our joint Acknowledgements,, 
our Prayers, and Praiſes to the univerſal, 
Lord of Heayen and Earth. e e 


Vou 


1 „ 


— 


6 


- oj obſerve, from the Hiſtory of the 
- Creation, that God himſelf, the great 
Law-giver, condeſcended to give you an 


Example how to regulate your Conduct 
in this matter. You find, that he reſted 


the Seventh Day, from the Work of the 
Creation, tho' no doubt, he could, by his . 
Almighty Power, have ſpoken the 


World into Exiſtence, in one Moment 


of Time. But this he did for our Iuſtruc- 


tim in the way of  Righteoufneſs. From 
whence we may conclude, that the Ob- 
ſervation of the Sabbath was intended, 


univerſally, to oblige all Mankind. In- 
deed; the force of the Obligation, more 
ſtrongly appears, from its Impreſſion on 
the Minds of Men, in the earlieſt Ages of 


| the Gentile World, as may be collected 
from * of the moſt ancient Writers. 


But the Bae of the Almighty, ; 
the, Command” of our common Parent, 


and 


1 


from Mount Sinai. He again and again 
enforces its Practice, by his Prophet 


. 
abd Law-giver,. renders. unneceſlary; al- 
tho' oftentimes, a very powerful ſupport 
of other Truths, any Appeal to the con: 


| ſent and concurrent Teſtimony; of the 
more unenlightened Parts of the World, 


God, in the Voice of Thunder, pro: 
mulges this public Duty, in the Law 


Moſes. The Children of fas, ſays God, 


ſhall keep the Sabbath, to abſerve the. Sabbath 


thro. every Generation. for 4 . perpetual Co- 
venam * And again, this is tbat which the 


Lala fad it it the refs of the Holy Sab 
bath unto the Lord, take that which ye will 


bake ta Day, and ſceth that which ye vil 


| feeth, and. that which remaineth, lay up far 
you to be kept until the Morning ;Belidey 


nnen * 
Guced, NE 


a * 27 2 "oo 

f ; 1 —_— " N * * P 
þ 0 a * * Ss 
Exodus xxx1. 16 and 17. 
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en n en ebſerve, the  expreſh 


Word of God, commanding us to keep 
this Day holy. For, altho' it may be 
urged, that this Order was given to the 
Jews, it is, neverthele6, binding upon us 
Chriſiians;—nay, one would imaging. 
from tho ſuperior Advantages we nom en- 
. much more. The Diſcoveries, and 
Improvements made by late Ages, and the 
conſequent Enlargement of Knowledge; 
have given us new; and amazing Proofs 
of the Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs of 

the Author of our Creation ; fach, as 
were altogether unknown in former 
Times. Add to this, that our Bleſſings 
have been, equally, 'multiplicd. S0 chat 
one ſhould, naturally, conceive, our Gra- 


titude ought to increaſe with the in- 
ereaſing Mercies of God. It is his Will 


that they ſhould, if we wiſh, and hope to 
nnn 1 We in this new 
Covenant : 


55 22 . 
Omar of Grace,” the Chriſtian RE 


Paten. $07 Ann 
a FOI DRY 3 
fure, with our ſacred Proofs why this Day 
ſhould be conſecrated to God; I would only 
put the few following Queſtions, avadditi- 
_ onal divine Arguments in Defence of 
vehave already advanced.-Did not Chriſt, 
Lay, on this Day, riſe from the dead? On 
this Day, was not the Holy Ghoſt mira- 
culouſly poured down upon the Jews and 
Gentiles, aſſembled together at Jeru- 

ſalem? Was it not upon the firſt Day of 
the Week, when the Diſciples came to- 
gether to break Bread (that is, to receive 
the Sacrament, ) that Paul preached unto 
them? Does not St. John acquaint us, 
that he was in the Spirit, on the Lord's 
Day? And, to addace no further Evi- 
dence of this nature, doth not the Apoſtle, 
concerning the Collection of the Saints 
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him, in sor, as. God hath en 
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Hows, "he Time of the Apadiles, ire) 
muſt be ſuppoſed to have beſt underſtood 
their Maſter's mind, dovyn, thro every 
Age of the Church, hath, this Day been 
appointed to be kept holy, by the com- 
mon Conſent of every Denomination of 
Chriſtians, So that we haye not, per- 
haps, greater Antiquity, or more univerſal 
Agreement, in any one point of Chriſtian 
Diſcipline, han} in fs ae u ak 
ta grigy tp Ry noc. An rh) 

Vet! twi th 1 
thorities, for a Remembrance to. keep the 
Sabbath Day holy, it is, 1 know, con- 
tended by ſome, in Defiance of both Law | 
and Goſpel, that this is the only Day, 
95 * the ee and Mcehagic have, 

| for 


TT SC 
forarcleaſe from thei” Toit, and of courſe, 
For any Recrettlon- fo this I anſwer, 


* 
2 


that if this Arg is admitted, amiongſt 
an order of Men, of which the Bulk of 
Mankind conſiſts, to their Exemption of 
Joining in the public religious Setvice 
appointed for this Day, chere is then an 
cad of all public Worfhip! an it is need- 
bels to open een, Doors'for Pray- 
ers and Preaching. But the Danger and 
Abfffrüty of ſuch retſoning are tob ei- 
dent 60 ftand in Heel of our diſplaying 
chem more fully, chan they do them- 
ſelves, to every feriviis and eee 
Mind. If the Praetſte is lawfuül in one, 
it is fo in all, who may juſtly ſet up this, 
or chaps. Lei m6je ſtuditd Plea,” ind 
Excuſe for abenting themſelves From 
Church; on the Lord Day: Bit ther 
 contraty BchaviSuf of be Wo blefs 
God, in every Pariſh; who conflantly *-- 
tend on the divine Ordinances,”Who, "at | 
a 2 | , hs 


ST —- 
he Hime time, are not leſs employed in 
_ te more laborious Offices of Life, than 
others, who plead this, in ſupport of 
their idling, and wandering abroad, on 
this Day, ſhews how inconſiſtent, and 
unwarrantable ſuch Proceedings and 
Pretences are, It cannot, at the fame 
time, paſs unndticed by the leaft ob- 
ſerving Eye; that the Relaxations and 
Amuſements, contended for, are, of ten, 
if not always, found to be really what 
they are not, and had, therefore, been 
more happily ſought, in a way; which 
conſiſts both with Pleaſure and Duty. I 
ſhould rather conceive, nay am convinced ' 
of it, that the poor Man, whoſe Mind is 
properly impreſſed with religious and 
_ ehriſtian Notions, feels far higher De- 
light, far greater Refreſhments in the 
pious Exerciſes of the Sabbath, by keep- 
ing it a Day of holy Reft, of thankful 
_ . Meditation-on the manifold, and unde- 
| 4 511. E | ſerved 
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ſerved Mercies of TR 8 _ "Y 
God, in his Houſe, than they, who, in a 
Houſe of Banquetting, are feaſting and 
regaling their Appetites. with ſenſual 


Pleaſures, however exquiſite they. may 
think them. NS 


This 7 ac 2 1 a . Compliancs 
with the Order of this Day is neither 
| impoſſible nor unpleaſurable. . On the 
contrary, the Man, who conforms to the 
Duties of it is like to haps much Dan- 


£4 1 * 


place, he has. not the, "Remarks of, 1 
flecting that he has tranſgreſſed either the 
Laws of his Country, or his God, in this 
point. For the moſt IIliterate 
ſcarcely be ignorant, that the Law of 
the Land gives its aid in Support of that 
of the Goſpel, towards enforcing a mo- 
ral and religious Behaviour on this Day. 
And- has, therefore, thought proper to 


- 
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1 annex a Petalty to the breach of it, as 
well as of many other Duties, the beg 
| lect of which is, but, too often the con- 
ſequende of neglecting the Sabbath; — 
witneſs thoſe” profligate and abandoned 
| Habitsof curſing, and ſwearing, rioting, 
and drinking to exceſs, with other dread- 
ful, fatal Crimes and Enormities; againſt 
which, 1 Tay; the Law has made abun- 
dant Proviſion, by the Penaltics and'Pu- 
niſhments denounced, were they but 
more "duly; in ſome points; enfotced, 
and inflicted by a conſcientibus and ac- 
tive Magiſtracy upon the Offenders of 
this claſs: In which caſe much good, 
and . becky if N a to N. 


* 1 * a. 
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e The ort Debbinitie bp Mig, 8 and 
undone Credit, and the tearful Aſpect af 
Property and Perſon invaded and aſ- 
faulted; would not ſo often preſent them- 
i nn 2 53 ſelves 
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ſelves to the view. Neither; in con-. | 
ſequence, | ſhould we ſo frequently be- 


hold the crowded fatal Mandate figned 


1 


by the reluctant, but neceſſitated Hand of 


the Subje q, individually conſidered, to 
me it appears aſtaniſhing, _ that every 


wicked Man doth. not, beſides the Dan. | 


gers he would eſcape FRO Conduct. 


conſider the pleaſure, and, advantage 


which would accrue to him by con- 
| forming to the Morality. and 1 | 


wy dawn hy: his County 


441 591} 


be bare. kindred Feellags of Natura 
might tq many” diQtate a very uſeful Leſ.. 


ſon; and if the ghaſtly Looks, and” 
hideous Cries of a half ſtarved 
may be prate to havo 1 


Heart into Kinder aa more virtuous 


Kader. Whence migh! be prevented 
the 


29 * 0 | 
LET the bitter Com- | 
punctions of the Morrow, from the Re- 
collection that the Earnings of the paſt 
Week were nearly, if not altogether fwal- 
lowed up, in the expenſive Pleaſures, and 
Wenke Freren _—_—_ PRE. <7 
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The other Bee. erer . 
Exceſs and Debauchery Ache and Pains, 
of a wounded | Conſcience, ; where. the Sin- 
ner is not abſolutely; hardeged,; would; 
no more be the Companions pf.4 Breaker 
af the Sabbath. His Character, his 
Fortune, and Peace of Mind, would, 
none of them, be a Suffererz], But his 

vpright, and religious way pf Hife, would 
give him credit, the Conſciguſneſs, of it, 
unſpeakable Tranquility and God de- 
| rive a Blefling on his W Eo Fig 

e, 2 50 
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( 96 ) 


3 Nor do I ſhe; how they, who” ftand 
forth as Vindicators; in the higher Sphere 
6f Life, of this pleaded-for Freedom on 
the" Sabbath, can deny the Efficacy of 
thiſe-Obſervatioiis; a a8 ertending to their 
own Uk and Application, in 4 much 
more 3 Senſe. Should it be ſaid, 

abit way with Freut Truch, that many of 
them, Kidom;' nay" never, approach the 
Hole of God; yet it carinot; at the ſame 
Times Be Urged in cheir Favour, what is 
wollt to be done in tlieir s, who, Havinig leſs 
Tune upon their Hands, preferibe for the 
Uſe of this Day, as Day of Amuſement, 
af Relaxation. No: this can never 
be tlie Caſe. What then, we may rea- 
nab afk, can be the Ground theſe 
Men go won, , -who have Time enou gh, 

and to ſpate; and yetiſs miſerably per- 
vert that Time, Which ought to be con- 
ſecrated to the Worſhip of their Maker? 


They tell you, (for the Argument above 
made 


q 31 ) 
mod ua aft. on mmm of the Poor, 
cannot in the ſame: way apply to them) 


that, they think, they can as well ſerve. 
God at ee as at Church. | 


1 OWN, if this is Aachen hass wal: 
ledge, ſuppoſing the Truth of it could be 
proved, that I ſhould be apt to ſuſpect 
the Sincerity. of the Profeſſion; and to 
conceive, that the Man, who was thus 
publickly aſhamed of his God, would; 
privatehy, have little regard to the Duty 
he awed him. Indeed, I need not ad- 
vance on Inference and Conjecture, for 
in general, I have ever found it ſo. And | 
lament. to declare, that, under my own 
immediate Cogniſance, the Truth of the 
Remark is hut too well eſtabliſhed; | 


Their Opinion, a and on which | 
they wauld ground their Practice, namely, 
that private, is ſufficient to ſet aſide pub- 
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lic Worthip,- cannot be the Principle 


which dire&s that Practice. What is it 
then? Nothing, I am afraid, that would 


redound more to their Praiſe, than the 


Reaſons they would aſſign, on this Ge- 
caſion, for the Conduct of their Inferiors. 
Living, as it were, without God in the 
World, temporal and ſecular Matters 
muſt be their chief Employ. And they 
ſtop not here, laying, as they moſt cer- 
tainly do, a Claim for their Share of vi- 
tious Amuſements, and Diffipations, ori 


this Holy Day. The regulating domeſtic 
. Concerns, ſettling family Accounts, and 


family Correſpondence, and adjuſting 
their Books of Buſineſs ;—theſe ate not 
all. Theſe, it is true, may be their 
Morning but what is their Evening 
Sacrifice !—Gaming, I ſay nothing of, as 


I 'am not perfectly aſcertained on that 
ſubject, and ſhould be ſorry if I were: 


But F caſts, Concerts, and Ridottos; ſuc- 
ceſsfully 


( 33 ) 
GRATE and 'fucceively Plead ther 
Privilege, in Town, City, and their En- 
vironb, to cone duc the Sabbath: * Now 
the Polly; Impicty, and Dinger of ſuch 
Proceedings, are mort thafl quilly 
chargeable upon Superiors. As they are 
Zrenter Opportunities of In- 
fru ion, and art taught better, they 
ought therefote,” as they know, to prac- 
tiſe better. In not doing it, they, by no 
means, dorifuft their real preſent Intereſt: 
id how" cin they expect to meet with 
dutiful Children, and honeft, obedient 
Setvants, who -think theiniſelves diſ- 
charged from afl Obedience to the King 
of Heaven; and rob their Lord and 
Maſter of that Time, which, at Teal, is 
his juſt demand And, truly, with but 
an ill grace, can either Parent or Maſter 
correct his Child and Servant, for inde- 
cent and profane Language, mean and 
25 — who, on his owWIir Prin- 
F ciple, 


1 #6) 


ciple, | is at liberty, (2s his Example 
proves, when Opportunity ſerveg) to 
break thro” all Laws, human and divine, 
Which reminds me, that there is ſome- 


thing ae pf fl greater per, 


* was. * Obſervation. of a 55 
controvertiſt King, of this Iſland, when 
aſked his Opinion, whether a Child. 
dying, unbaptized, was in 4 Salyable, 36 
that he _—_ nat pronounce, . 
nor limit God's Mercy; —but this he 
would be bold enough to affirm, that he 
would not, for the World, be in that 
Parent s Place, who had, wilfully, neg- 
lected to ſee that Duty performed. So 
with regard to Superiors in a Family, 
or elſewhere, in a more extended 2 
reſpective Stations, und. fine 9 
aro, wank. of Precept and Example, their 

2 Domeſticg 


| „„ 
Domeſtics and Neighbours t to wander a. 
Jill in Dur ef. And to Perifh thro lack of 
Koiowltdgee, "what have they. dot o an- 
Wer for? * 5 8 
It has 1 often urged, and with 
great” Plauſtbility, that much is to be 
faid for theſe *poor Creatures, who ere 
thro* the Prevalence of Exam ple in in thoſe, 
whs teidve th the Kigher sphere. of Life; 
Achat the Enadiors, and thoſe who ought 
tö be the Sultans, Anc UuneXception- 
able Executors, are any, themſelves, in 
ſome reſpects, the” mot notoribus Vio- 
litors of the Laws; and that it is aſked 
therefore, w fat lt W be alledged againſt 
theſe Wilguided Delinquents, for inſtance, 
in Breaking the Sabbath, and "blaſ- 
Alli "the Name of God" ſuppoſing i it 
may be affirmed; With an undeniable air 
of "Truth; that High and diſtinguiſhed 
Characters * be pointed at, that are 
„„ 


(. 36 ) 


: Ing flagitiouſſy guilty, of a Profanae 
| of bath, —A. ſpectacle this. and d 


So not jn_the.Colouring, which might 
draw down the Tears of Angels, and raiſe 


the loudeſt ne of Hell! 


— X25 1 + rene, ar of +7 
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e be grails, HO. of ho 
Deſcription, a 7 gr, offended at this 
Freedom of Addreſs; as.i6 proceeds. from. 
the pureſt Motives, and the warmeſh wiſh 
to do thee. good. Hund in (9; daioge he 
Writer, as elf aß the SPA ns put 
: he thongly. .ingereſted, . reſpeRting , the. 
Event. , For dhe gas is exaGtly the ame 
between 9; Migiſter and. his Fcp 
thoſe to whom b he 2 . hips 
ing one who myſt give an pvc 
between a Maſks ſter and his F amily, alead- Fi 
iog Example and + Neighbourhood, On 
his 6G take the Prophets Opinion.“ 
'\, Becauſe, (ſays he,) au het not en 
dis 1sd2 n bainioq ed yam 2153 hk 
wlicn Ezekiel | il. 20, 21. 


„„ 

„ him Warning, be ſhall die in his Sin, 
« and his Righteouſneſs which he hath 
Ones ſhall- not be remembered, and 

i. his Blood will I require at thine Hand. 
£ Nevertheleſs, if thou warn the Right- 
* cops. Man, that the Righteous ſin not, 
* and. he doth not fin, he-ſball ſurely 

* live; becauſe he is warned, 0 EE 
1 W A vi ven Baul. 


"What: 10 Babes of - jopful Scuß⸗ 
dence, ot Horrible Dread, muſt this awful 
heavenly Meſſage awaken in every Breaſt 
that is the leaſt ſenſibly alive to its pre- 
_ fent; Peace, and future Safety, in propor- 
tion to the recollected Attention, or Inat- 
tention, which it has paid to chis Duty: 
for there are fewy wh have not; in ſome 
ſort, been cafelef; abpiit' this important 
Paint! Happy they, who have been leaſt! 
ſo,—And- hey,: - who have erred in 2 


(38) 

niſter Comfort where I can) provided 
they only betake themſelves to an imime- 
diate Repentance, and fully demonſtrate, 
by their future” Life and Converſation, to 
what God, and what Religion they be- 
long, need not deſpair of delivering their 
own Souls. Would to God we had juſt 

Reaſon to pronounce any thing decifive 
in regard to the. Nation in general; at- 
tempting a Recovery from it's preſent 
State of Lethargy, by doubling its Dili- 
gence in attending on the ſtated Times of 
Devotion. One favourable Symptom, 
might ſeem toipreſent” itſelf in the laude! 
able Introduction of Sunday Schools in 
ani 10 lohnt Degen met: 
„The Odjections kaiſed againſt a Sunday Reforin;? 


ina. thing called, Variety, preſſed into: the Service of | 
ſome of our public, Prints, may, Ng moſt cer- 


' rainly 4rs fabricated at the Anyil of a ſuperſtitious. 

Forge, whoſe act6unt is beſt found by keeping its 

glaves in a State of credulous. Ig porahre, and blind 

Sabpüſege Nl, N. Avaymanty ofcrey 259 gr 

neral and preſumptive, and therefore vague and in- 

1211 concluſive, 
| | 


4 W 3 


moſt Places ſupported by many generous, 
but few exemplary Regulations. The 
Cauſe is unaccountable, but ſo it is, that 
we can applaud and extend our Muni- 
| ficence to the young Proficients in Virtue 
and Godlineſs, and, with Rapture and 
n n . collected 


concluſive,againſt poſitive Matters «f Fact Ly never 


before heared, that we could, reafonably, be denied 
the Uſe of a thing, from the bare poſſibility of the 
Abuſe of it, which is all this ſagacious Writer at- 
tempts to prove neither, that the civil or relative 
Duties of Life were the worſe performed by a Man's 
being taught his Duty to God. To which end, 1 
preſume, Sunday Schools are ſtrictly confined; being 
confeſſedly inſtituted with a View to the Amendment 
of the Heart, rather than the Improvement of the 
Head. But even under the cloſeſt connection of this 
kind, ſo far from proving of pernicious Conſe- 
quence, they, moſt certainly, by their Union, would 
be a great Advantage, in their moſt extended ſenſe, 
to the State. And, if only in matters of Faith, might 
be found a Preſervative againſt the implicit Obe- 
| dience of Bigotry on the one hand, and a Check to 
the brainſick Ravings of Enthuſiaſm, on the other, 
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the whole Beauty of Holineſs* to offer up 
their Prayers and Praiſes; and perhaps 
nay goa but no more, aud dolikewife. Men 
are: not wanting, which appears ſtrange 
to me, how their Principle and Practice 
can be thus at Variance, in giving every 
generous Encouragement to the more 
Deſtitute of their Fellow - Creatures, to 
purſue the Path of Goodneſs, and to do 
their Duty to God and Man; whilſt they: 
themſelves fit looſe to every religious Ob- 
ligation. To what can this general Neg- 
ligence of public Worthip be owing? If 
it is. the Severity of Diſcipline required 
on this Day, by which Men are alarmed, 
I muſt then fay, without hinting further | 
at the, een I have op u g 
Y 4. x dat 
| » There is not ks on Earth, a e beau - 
tiful and heavenly Sight than the ſeveral Charity- | | 
Schools of London, collected, once in the Year, at 


5 St. Paul's, when a Sermon, ſuitable to the Aﬀſem- 
blage, is preached by ſome able Divine 


| t 
that they are much miſtaken. The Lan- 
guage of every true Worſhiper of the 
Deity is,.— this is the Day which the Lord 
hath made, let us be glad, and rejoice therein. 
And, Tas glad when they ſaid unto me, we 
will go ints the Houſe of the Lord, will be 
the undiſſembled Strain of all, who are 
once regularly accuſtomed to approach 
his Gates. The Intervals between, and 
after Service, they will find ſufficient Al- 
lowance for any decent and proper En- 
joyment, on this glorious Feſtival. A 
ſocial Communication with their Neigh- 
bours, an Evening Walk, calm and ſe- 
rene as their Devotions, are by no means 
denied them. The friendly Seaſon, and 
the extended Day, invite us to this kind 
of innocent Amuſement. And when the 
Weather admits not of ſuch Refreſhment, 
we ſhall not fail to read ſuch inſtructive, 
pious, and Godly Books, above all, the 
Book of God, as will tend to the Edifi- 
S- cation 


( 42 ) 
cation of Ourſelves and Families. With 
vhat comfort ſhall we be, hereby en- 
abled to look back, on our paſt not miſ- 
pent Time, and forward, at the ſucceeding 
| Seaſon l By thus conſecrating, as we 
" ought, our Time to God, we challenge, 
thro' Chriſt, his beſt Gifts, peace of Con- 
ſcience and a bleſſed Eternity ! As by our 
Temperance, Prudence, Honeſty, Moder- 
ation, and Charity, we bid fair (tho 
God's beſt Servants, are no where pro- 
miſed an Exemption from Affliction,) yet 
we bid fair, I ſay, by theſe Virtues, to de- 
tive Peace, Order, and Health, Honour 
and Happineſs on all our Worldly Con- 
cerns; and on our Spiritual, a Confi- 
dence and Aſſurance, that by our Perſe- 
verance, and Continuance in well doing, 
we ſhall, finally, at the Reſurrection 


of the Juſt, meet with a glorious 
Reward. 


Wl Not 


(48) 
Not that this happy Confidence will 


depend on our barely attending at 


Church, on it's outward Ordinances, but 


on our applying theſe Means of Grace to | 


an inward, heartfelt, ſpiritual Purpoſe. 
It is true, that a conſtant, and regular 
Method of frequenting God's-Houſe, un- 
der a ſerious, compoſed Frame of Mind, 
will be the likelieſt way to produce in 
us ſach deſirable Effects, as will diſpoſe 
us towards making higher Attainments 


and nearer Approaches to God, in our 


Communion, with him at his holy Altar, 
For without this, all our other Sacrifices 
will provevain Oblations. This is our 
laſt finiſhing Stroke, in order to the 
Completion of a Chriſtian Character. 
By Baptiſm, we ſurely need not be re- 
minded, that we entered into a Covenant 
of Grace with God, became his adopted 
Children, Members of his Church, -and 
n we fulfil the Conditions of that 
G 2 Covenant, 
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( 44 ) 


Covenant, | be Heirs of Glory, and 
Inheritors of an eternal Kingdom. Now ] 


as often as we worthily partake of the 
Body and Blood of Chriſt, we ratify on 


our part one main Condition of this Co- 
venant, for, as by Baptiſm, weenter into 


a ſolemn Engagement to become faithful 
Soldiers and Servants, under the great 
Captain of our Salvation; — ſo, by parti- 


cipating of the Sacrament of his bleſſed 
Supper, we renew our Promiſes to abide 
by thoſe Engagements, and that, in the 


moſt ſolemn Manner; the word Sa- 
crament having in it the nature of an 
Oath, beſides it's own myſtical Meaning, 
as being the outward Sign of an inward 
Spiritual Grace, whereby we pledge our 


Sincerity and Fidelity of being Chriſtian | 


Diſciples, in thus ſetting forth, by a 


grateful R n. the Lord's n 


"till he come. 
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: Now 
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Now were but theſe true Badges of a 


| C hriſtian Diſcipleſhip, more obſervable in 
the Lives of Men, theſe free, tho' I truſt 
not unfriendly Thoughts, might have 
been ſpared; and, of courſe the neceſſity 
of future Remonſtrance be precluded. 

The Conſequence is obvious, and no 
other than that, as the Author would be 
happy to congratulate his Country at 
large, on a Reform of Moral, as he moſt 
cordially does the happy few, at the Head 
of whom, Majeſty and Nobility ſtand 
gloriouſly diſtinguiſhed, who are aiming 
at it; nothing but ſuch a Change can be 
productive of ſuch an End, and therefore 
bar his preſent Progreſs; which in what- 


4 


ever light taken, ſhould he ſee Cauſe, he 


ſhall moſt re proceed with. 


His apology 3 18 at Hand, and 3 in part is 
this z that, in exhorting Men to diſ- 


charge their Duty, he is only diſcharging 
his own, And he is perſuaded, that 


when 
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| when they come once coolly and diſpaſ- 
fionately to conſider this, and the good 
Intent, with which this Buſineſs is un- 


dertaken, and, at the ſame time, take a 
Review of their paſt and preſent Con- 


duct, and fee how it agrees or diſ- 


agrees with the Gaßpel of Chrift, which 
alone (and as ſuch is the eſtabliſhed Re- 
ligion of their Country) is the Rule and 


Meaſure of their Conduct, the Power of 


God unto Salvation, they cannot think 
themſelves hardly dealt by in theſe free, 


 tho' I hope friendly and affectionate Ad- 
monitions. If they do, let then the 
Apoſtle plead for him, and let his Ad- 


vice ſtand or fall by this ran Chriſtian 


* er 


bn 888 toys bei) i if : any of you do 
*« err from the Truth, and one convert 
* him, let him know, that he which 


0 converteth es Sinner from the Error 


v 


; im) 
.« of his Way ſhall fave 4 Saul from 
Death, and hide a Multitude of Sins. 
And, bleſſed be God, that his Servants, 
the Converters, in doing this, feel an In- 
tereſt, of no leſs Moment, no leſs eternal 


Concern, than they who are converted; 
being aſſured by the ſame Holy Ghoſt 
the Inſpirer of all divine Truth, that, 
they who are thus : wiſe ſhall ſbine as the 

Brightneſs of the Firmament; and they that 
turn many to e as 5 Stars wm 
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Ready and fixt on this irreverſible Decree 
alone, to induce us to a regular Conſe- 

cration of that Time, more immediately 
ſet apart for religious Worſhip, - we can- 


not but be ſtruck, and, like the firſt great 


Convert from the Jews, ſtruck down to 


the Ground, by the heavenly lendour of 
this laſt grand and divine Argument. 


| And 
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1 Sabbath 
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